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St John the Baptist Parish

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ~ January 1, 2012

Father of all, we pray to You for those whom we love, but see no longer. Grant them
Your peace; let light perpetually shine upon them; and in Your loving wisdom
and almighty power work in them the good purpose of Your perfect will through
Jesus Christ our Lovd. Amen. This week the Sanctuary Lamp is given for
Christmas Remembrance of deceased parishioners of St. John the Baptist.

ass Tutentions

Saturday, December 31st 4:00PM  Cyndi Burling ~ 20th Anniversary

Sunday, January 1st 8:30AM  William Bibeau ~ 3rd Anniversary ~ by his family

Sunday, January 1st 10:00AM

Monday, January 2nd 9:00 AM

Tuesday, January 3rd 9:00 AM

Wednesday, January 4th 9:00 AM

Thursday, January 5th 9:00 AM  Benjamin F. Peel, Jr. ~ Anniversary by his wife

Friday, January 6th 9:00 AM

Saturday, January 7th 9:00 AM  Catherine Regan ~ 1st Anniversary (at St. James Church)
Saturday, January 7th 4:00PM  Helen Ruth LeBlanc, Jeffrey LeBlanc & Donna LeBlanc
Sunday, January 8th 8:30 AM  Sophie Moskal ~ by John & Family

Sunday, January 8th

10:00 AM Leo Secorsky ~ by his family

Mass Schedule
Saturday ~ 4 PM
Sunday ~ 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM
Monday to Friday ~ 9 AM
Holy Days ~ As announced

Sacraments

Reconciliation ~ Saturday 3 to 3:45 PM; also by
Appointment
Marriage ~ Couples are asked to call the parish
office at 978-372-2780 at least 6 months prior to
the planned wedding date
Baptism ~ 2nd Sunday of each month @ 1 PM
Contact the parish office at 978-372-2780.

Saint John the Baptist Mission Statement:

We celebrate the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
centered in the Eucharist, Sacraments and prayer.
We teach the Gospel in order to strengthen the faith
of each individual in their knowledge of and in their
relationship with God. We live the Gospel by loving
each other, granting forgiveness, and doing works

of service and charity.

Parish Contact Information
Address: 110 Lincoln Ave, Haverhill,
Phone: 978-372-2780 Fax: 978-469-0947
Website: www.stjohnhaverhill.org
Pastor: Father Robert Murray
Parochial Vicar: Father John Walsh, SJ
St. James Rectory: 978-372-8537

Religious Education
Grades K to 4: Sunday, 8:30 to 9:55AM
Grades 5to 7 and 8 & 10: 5:30 to 6:55 PM
Classes meet every other week
in the lower Church hall
Grade 9: St. James School 9:45 to 11:15AM
Phone: 978-521-4557
Administrator: Reneé Barrick
(rbarrick@parishmail.com)

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Our Sunday Bulletin goes to the printer every
Tuesday at Noon. Please email bulletin notices to
stjamesrcc@hotmail.com no later than 8AM on
Tuesday. Thank you.
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Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ~ January 1, 2012
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Welcome to St. John the Baptist.
We’re glad you are here to celebrate Mass with us today. If you are new to our parish or haven'’t been
here in awhile, WELCOME. If you would like to register as a parish family, registration forms can be
found at the back of the Church. You can either mail it to the Rectory or drop it in the collection basket.
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< FROM THE DESK OF FR. MURRAY

Happy New Year to one and all! Now we

can settle in and start off with those New
Year resolutions that we have been thinking of.
One resolution | have is to make the bulletin a
litle more of a teaching tool. With this edition,
we will start including the “In Brief” sections of
the catechism. In the organization of the
Catechism of The Catholic Church, (hereafter
CCC) there are sections at the logical
conclusion of the section being explained that
recap the central points so that general readers,
priests and teachers can easily access the
highlights of the areas of the faith that are being
explained. In the first section we hear about
revelation, and how God has continued to
reveal Himself through the scriptures and
ongoing revelation. This is the first section of
the Catechism and contains some beautifully
clear writing.

The Catechism is the work of many years by
experts in the various sections who have taken
care to clearly state what it is that we believe.
After a number of years of discussion, a
catechism was published and then a few years
later a new translation was published which
clarified some previously less clear sentences
and ideas. This is a growing practice in the
Church. It is also a good lesson for ourselves, in
that we can always review what we are doing
and see if it could be done a little better.

| hope that this new section of the bulletin will
inspire some to read the CCC for themselves
and deepen their understanding of the faith. For
others, my hope is that they will begin to see
more clearly what it is we believe and more
easily share it with others. | am grateful to all
who have made suggestions on how to proceed
with this project.

Peace, Father Murray

©

The Catechism of The Catholic Church,
PART ONE: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
IN BRIEF:

44 Man is by nature and vocation a religious
being. Coming from God, going toward God,
man lives a fully human life only if he freely
lives by his bond with God.

45 Man is made to live in communion with God
in whom he finds happiness: When | am
completely united to you, there will be no more
sorrow or trials; entirely full of you, my life will
be complete (St. Augustine, Conf. 10, 28, 39:
PL 32, 795}.

46 When he listens to the message of creation
and to the voice of conscience, man can arrive
at certainty about the existence of God, the
cause and the end of everything.

47 The Church teaches that the one true God,
our Creator and Lord, can be known with
certainty from his works, by the natural light of
human reason (cf. Vatican Council I, can. 2 #
1: DS 3026),

48 We really can name God, starting from the
manifold perfections of his creatures, which
are likenesses of the infinitely perfect God,
even if our limited language cannot exhaust
the mystery.

49 Without the Creator, the creature vanishes
(GS 36). This is the reason why believers
know that the love of Christ urges them to
bring the light of the living God to those who do
not know him or who reject him.




St John the Baptist Parish

Clergy Schedule for Weekend Masses

December 31st ~ January 1st
4:00 PM St. John'’s Fr. Murray
4:00 PM St. James Fr. Leo
7:00 PM St. James (Vietnamese)
8:30 Am St. James Fr. Murray/Deacon Leo
8:30 AM St. John's Fr. Felix
10:00 AM St. John’s Fr. Walsh
11:30 AM St. James ~ Misa en espanol
Fr. Murray/Deacon Nelson
5:00 PM St. James Fr. Leo

January 7th ~ 8th

4:00 PM St. John’s Fr. Walsh

4:00 PM St. James Fr. Murray

8:30 AM St. John’s Fr. Murray

8:30 AM St. James Fr. Walsh

10:00 AM St. John the Baptist Fr. Leo

11:30 AM St. James ~ Misa en espainiol
Fr. Murray/Deacon Nelson

5:00 PM St. James Fr. Murray

St. John’s continues to accept dona-
tions every weekend to support local
food pantries. Please leave vyour
canned goods and non-perishable
items at the back of the church.
Thank you for your generosity.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
"8‘-(’%. Please pray for all those in &
e the United States Armed i

country and will be away
from their families during the Holidays .
Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us. Bless them
and their families for the selfless acts they
perform for us in our time of need. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and
Savior. Amen.
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Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ~ January 1, 2012

Background on the Gospel
Reading

Today's reading is a continua-
tion from the Gospel proclaimed
at the Christmas Mass at mid-
night. In it the shepherds act
upon the message they receive
from the angel and go to find
Jesus in the manger in Bethle-
hem. In their visit to the manger,
the shepherds find things just
as the angel had said. The
it shepherds' visit, therefore, is a
t * moment of fulfillment, manifes-
tation, and the beginning of the salvation we receive
through Christ.

In the context of today's Solemnity, this reading also
helps us focus on Mary as the Mother of God. The
reading tells us at least three things about Mary as a
mother. First, Mary is described as a reflective per-
son, keeping the reports of the shepherds in her
heart. Second, we are reminded of how obedient
Mary was to God when she named the baby Jesus
as the angel Gabriel had directed. Third, this read-
ing shows Mary and Joseph faithfully observing their
Jewish tradition by having Jesus circumcised.
Mary's faithfulness to God is evident in all three of
these things. Her reflection upon the events in her
life indicates that she was a person of prayer. This
prayer made possible her obedience to God and
God's will, even if the outcome was not clear. Final-
ly, her faithfulness to a community of faith grounded
her relationship with God and enabled her to partici-
pate in God's plan of salvation.

Because of Mary's faithfulness to God, she was able
to receive the gift of God's Son and accept her role
in God's plan for salvation. By doing so, she models
for us the path of discipleship and is also called
Mother of the Church.

Our call to discipleship also includes these three
aspects. First, discipleship means prayer and reflec-
tion on the events of our lives that we might see
God's presence and work in our lives. Second, disci-
pleship means obedience to God and God's will.
Third, discipleship includes fidelity to a community
of faith.

Mag the nations be glad
and shout Forjog

~Psalm 67:5




St John the Baptist Parish

Christmas Flowers have gener-
ously been donated in loving
& 4% memory of the following:

“f5%" Deceased member of the Peel,
My ciimes | agbjens, Clark & Donovan fami-
lies; The Raymond & Furber families; Jack
Amidio; Nelson Roix; Mr. & Mrs. Christo-
pher Grudzien; Alda, Lorraine, Laretta, Pa-
tricia; Albertine, Rita, Georgette & Paul;
Frank White, Perry Crockett; Capt. Red
Slavit; David C. Duchemin; Laura & Arthur
Foote; Tom Martin; Robert Laprel, Mr. &
Mrs. Henry Laprel; Frank L. Crowe; The
Grillo & Adams Families; Deceased mem-
bers of the Bibeau & Lavoie Families;
Stanley Sudol; Kardas & Johnson Family;
Marie Louise & William T. Walsh; James L.
Rand; Joseph A. Yuele; Rose Young, Ar-
thur Young; Frederick D. Cooney; De-
ceased members of the Raimondi and
Belle Families; Carolyn J. Prescott; Vincent
& Rose Dirago, Alfred & Lily Marzioli, Carla
Marzioli, Robert Marzioli. Joseph Marzioli,
Joseph Gore, Sr. & Yvonne Frascone; Ag-
nes & Ralph Bourneuf; Sheila S. Gilmore &
Gail C. Freeman; Sidney M. Corthell;
James H. Connors; brother & sister; Domi-
nic & Vincenza DiFruscio; Samuel J.
Habib; The Dubois Family; Yolanda Monc-
ousky; Ariel-Auger Family; William & Mary
Mahoney; The McCusker Family, The Ber-
nier Family & The Bastarache; The Morin &
Sanville Families; The Costa Family; Pat-
rick & Mary Linehan; Concetta L. Fisichel-
la, Ed & Cyndi Burling; Ralph & Myra
Ranger; Ernie & Eleanor Bean; Mr. & Mrs.
Charles Ethier; Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Willette;
R. Alecata, A. Gallant; John A. & Stella K.
Wronka; Melnott & Corrine Connor; Lionel
& Patricia Sevigny; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F.
Farley; Michael & Mary Kaznosky, Mary
Pechnik, Christine (Pechnik) Kelly, Lillian
(Pechnik) Daniels; Romilda & Charles Me-
neades, Marjorie & Roland Daggett; Frank
A. Capone, Agnes, Mary Angela, Mauel &
Franics M. Souza.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ~ January 1, 2012

Attention: 4™ and 5™

g Grade Students

Are you interested in becoming

an Altar Server? If so, please

attend the Upcoming Training
Session.  This will take place on Sunday,
January 15, 2012 immediately following
the 10am Mass. Children are asked to be
accompanied by a parent/guardian to meet
with Debbie Conner and Fr. Murray at the
front of the church to learn more.

The next meeting of the Prayer Shawl Ministry
will be held on February 6th in the rectory. If
you are interested in this ministry, but don’t
know how to knit or crochet, we will teach you!

Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors.
| am pleased to announce that Bill Bibeau
has volunteered to take over the task of
scheduling EM'’s and lectors. We are grate-
ful to Jen Connolly for her service at this
ministry and now hand over the responsibil-
ity to Bill. Thank you both for your service.

Our Annual Epiphany Pageant will be
held in the Church on Sunday, January 8,
2012 at 2pm. Friends and family mem-
bers are invited to attend this wonderful
event and for a small reception immedi-
ately following the pageant in the Lower
Church Hall

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS, THEY MAKE OUR
BULLETIN POSSIBLE!




St John the Baptist Parish

Religious Education
=

Sunday, January 8th
Grades 8 & 10 meet 5:30 ~ 6:55 pm
Refer to 2011/2012 Schedule posted outside Religious Ed. office
or call Phone: 978-521-4557 Administrator: Reneé
Barrick (rbarrick@parishmail.com)

Reminder from Religious Education Office

1 Students in our Grade 2/First Communion
Class are scheduled to come to the 10am Mass
on Sunday, January 8, 2012. (No morning
class).

1 Students in Kindergarten and Grade 1 are
asked to come to the Lower Church Hall at
11:30am on Sunday, January 8, 2012 for final
dress rehearsal for our Epiphany Pageant. We
will provide lunch! (No morning class).

1 Our Annual Epiphany Pageant will be held
in the Church on Sunday, January 8, 2012 at
2pm. Friends and family members are invited to
attend this wonderful event and for a small re-
ception immediately following the pageant in the
Lower Church Hall.

Grades 8 & 10 are scheduled to attend class at
their regular time (5:30-6:55pm) on Sunday, Jan-
uary 8, 2012.

Being a greeter is an easy and very
fulfilling way to serve the Lord our God. If
anyone is interested in becoming a Greeter

at the beginning of one of our weekend
Masses, please contact Joan Pechnik at 978
-372-6140. This is a very important
ministry here at Saint John the Baptist and
puts a welcoming face to our parish for
those who might be coming here for the
very first time. Thank you!

Readings for today’s Masses begins on page
54 of the new Breaking Bread Missal 2012.
Proper parts of the Mass begin on page 3.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ~ January 1, 2012

M The Marian Society devoted to Our

Lady of Fatima will pray the Rosary at
St. John the Baptist Church on
Wednesday mornings at 8:30 AM.
Please join us in praying this beautiful
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Everyone is welcome. Rosary beads
and pamphlets are provided.

Scripture for the week of January 1, 2012

Sunday, January 1st

Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
Monday, January 2nd

1Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28
Tuesday, January 3rd
1Jn2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34
Wednesday, January 4th

1Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42
Thursday, January 5th

Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51

Friday, January 6th

1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38
or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38

Saturday, January 7th
1Jn5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11

Hall use and other facilities. We want to
urge all to please call the rectory and ask to
speak to Susan about the scheduling of the
Hall. Asking the pastor is a perilous practice,
as he doesn't always remember every detail
of the schedule. . As a general rule, we will
not allow social events on Sunday afternoons
unless the Religious Education schedule is
clear on Sunday nights.
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‘ Rememb Please continue to pray for aIIa
‘ 3 those who are sick or in need and § "
sespemally for... . . . Fr. Conole,$
3 Dorothy K., Crlstlna O., Laurie H.,
» Marilyn B. Mary M. and Taylor B.
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