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Father of all, we pray to You for those whom we love, but see no longer. Grant them 
Your peace; let light perpetually shine upon them; and in Your loving wisdom  

and almighty power work in them the good purpose of Your perfect will through  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   This week the Sanctuary Lamp is given for 

in Remembrance of deceased parishioners of St. John the Baptist. 

Saturday, January 7th 4:00PM Helen Ruth,  Jeffrey,  & Donna LeBlanc 

Sunday, January 8th 8:30AM Sophie Moskal ~ by John & Family 

Sunday, January  8th 10:00AM Leo Secorsky ~ by his family 

Monday, January 9th  9:00 AM  

Tuesday, January  10th 9:00 AM  

Wednesday, January  11th 9:00 AM  

Thursday, January 12th 9:00 AM  

Friday, January 13th 9:00 AM  

Saturday, January 14th  9:00 AM Robert Santavelli  ~  1st Anniversary (at  St. James Church) 

Saturday, January 14th 4:00PM Robert Laprel, Sr. ~ Birthday Remembrance  ~ family request 

Sunday, January 15th 8:30 AM Louis & Alice Grieco ~ Wedding Anniversary Remembrance by daughter 

Sunday, January 15th 10:00 AM Biffy Peel ~ birthday remembrance and Mary Clark Anniversary by Mary Peel 

   

Mass Schedule 

Saturday ~ 4 PM  
Sunday ~ 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM  
Monday to Friday ~ 9 AM  
Holy Days ~ As announced  
 

Sacraments 

Reconciliation ~ Saturday 3 to 3:45 PM; also by 
Appointment 
Marriage ~ Couples are asked to call the parish 
office at 978-372-2780 at least 6 months prior to 

the planned wedding date 
Baptism ~ 2nd Sunday of each month @ 1 PM 
Contact the parish office at 978-372-2780. 

Parish Contact Information 
Address: 110 Lincoln Ave, Haverhill,  
Phone:  978-372-2780           Fax:  978-469-0947 
Website:  www.stjohnhaverhill.org 
Pastor: Father Robert Murray  
Parochial Vicar:  Father John Walsh, SJ 
St. James Rectory:  978-372-8537 

 

Religious Education 
Grades K to 4: Sunday,  8:30 to 9:55AM  
Grades 5 to 7 and  8 & 10: 5:30 to 6:55 PM  

Classes meet every other week 
in the lower Church hall 

Grade 9: St. James School 9:45 to 11:15AM 
Phone:  978-521-4557 
Administrator: Reneé Barrick 
(rbarrick@parishmail.com) 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Our Sunday Bulletin goes to the printer every 
Tuesday at Noon.  Please email bulletin notices to 
stjamesrcc@hotmail.com no later than 8AM on 

Tuesday.  Thank you. 

Mass Intentions 

Saint John the Baptist Mission Statement:  
We celebrate the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
centered in the Eucharist, Sacraments and prayer.   

We teach the Gospel in order to strengthen the faith  
of each individual in their knowledge of and in their 
relationship with God.  We live the Gospel by loving 
each other, granting forgiveness, and doing works  

of service and charity. 
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Welcome to St. John the Baptist.   
We’re glad you are here to celebrate Mass with us today. If you are new to our  parish or  haven’t been 

here in awhile, WELCOME.  If you would like to register as a parish family, registration forms can be 

found at the back of the Church.  You can either mail it to the Rectory or drop it in the collection basket.  

  FROM THE DESK OF  FR. MURRAY 
The feast of the Epiphany is sometimes 

celebrated in other cultures as a little 

Christmas and occasionally in some 

countries is the more important of the two 

“Christmases” that we celebrate. The first Christmas 

we celebrate is the Incarnation, God’s word made 

flesh.  The second is dedicated to giving him gifts 

that represent earthly and heavenly belief in the new 

messiah. The three wise men and their story have 

evolved over the ages, but experts generally believe 

that they were from an ancient religion that still 

exists today. Zoroastrians are a small group of 

believers that are located in India. As a group they 

are among some of the most generous, intelligent 

and cultured people in the world. It is not possible to 

become part of this tiny religious sect unless you are 

born into it. Part of their belief system holds that 

whenever a good person is born a star appears in the 

sky over them. This is the genesis of their arriving in 

from the east that we hear about in today’s readings. 

One can only imagine what they thought as they 

came to Bethlehem to discover underneath the giant 

star, this tiny baby, in a small manger outside of the 

inn, being warmed by the breath of animals gathered 

in adoration along with some shepherds and a few 

relatives. Their decision to follow this great star led 

them to the messiah and their gifts are presented to 

Jesus to help us understand that this is a new and 

different turn of events in the history of the world. 

The first prophetic words they ask concern the 

Messiah and his location. It is a strange occurrence 

that outsiders know about the arrival of the Messiah 

before the Jewish leaders. Their arrival is the next 

sign that something bigger than what the Jewish 

people were waiting for is unfolding. The three wise 

men teach us a few things. We are called to follow 

the brightness of God’s light in many ways, 

regardless of where we come from and what our 

gifts are.  The second thing to learn is that in 

bringing gifts to Jesus, it is appropriate to bring 

things that will glorify Him.  

  He has saved us through his cross and resurrection 

and so we are invited to bring the gift of ourselves 

to bow down before Him. The gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh are both gifts and prophetic 

instruments that are given to help us understand 

that this is someone who will live and die as one of 

us, but is much more than that. Another important 

point is that being religious and faithful and 

believing in the messiah will not except us from 

encountering bad people and evil intentions. The 

last and perhaps the most important thing we learn 

from the wise men, after encountering Jesus, is that 

it changes us and makes us go home by another 

way. This shows us that after encountering Jesus 

changes us and give us the strength to avoid evil 

and so we can go home by another way His way, 

strengthened by his message. Our home is 

ultimately heaven, and the only way we know is 

through Christ. All other machinations and choices 

don’t work. The wise men avoid evil and the 

prospect of cooperating with it by choosing another 

route. Another way we might cooperate with this 

final lesson is to ask ourselves what other way we 

might take. Is there a route home from church, 

school or work that allows me to do some good, to 

visit someone, do some good deed or be helpful 

somehow? James Taylor wrote a marvelous song 

about this that is found on his “Lone Wolf” entitled 

record. This is a nice faith filled song and lets us 

see that no matter who we are, what we have 

encountered or our challenges, there is always the 

possibility of extending Christmas by our going to 

Christ and our coming home by a different way, the 

way of Christ.                     Peace, Father Murray  
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Please pray for all those in 

the United States Armed 
Services who are serving 
and protecting our country  .  

Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands. 
Protect them as they protect us. Bless them 
and their families for the selfless acts they 
perform for us in our time of need. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen. 

St. John’s continues to accept dona-
tions every weekend to support local 
food pantries.  Please leave  your 
canned goods and non-perishable 
items at the back of the church.  

Clergy Schedule for Weekend Masses 
 

January 7th ~ 8th  

4:00 PM St. John’s Fr. Walsh 

4:00 PM St. James Fr.  Murray 

8:30 AM St. John’s Fr. Murray 

8:30 AM St. James Fr. Walsh 

10:00 AM St. John the Baptist Fr. Leo  

11:30 AM St. James Fr. Murray/Deacon Nelson 

5:00 PM Mass Fr. Murray  

January 14th ~ 15th  

4:00 PM St. John’s Fr. Murray/Deacon Leo 

4:00 PM St. James Fr. Walsh 

7:00 PM St. James (Vietnamese)  

8:30 Am St. James Fr. Felix 

8:30 AM St. John’s Fr. Murray 

10:00 AM St. John’s Fr. Leo 

11:30 AM St. James Fr. Walsh/Deacon Nelson 

5:00 PM Mass Fr. Murray 

Readings for today’s  Masses begins on page 
56 of the new Breaking Bread Missal 2012.   
Proper parts of the Mass begin on page 3. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
  

 CHAPTER TWO GOD COMES TO MEET MAN  

 Article 1 THE REVELATION OF GOD 

IN BRIEF 

68 By love, God has revealed himself and given himself to 

man. He has thus provided the definitive, superabundant 

answer to the questions that man asks himself about the 

meaning and purpose of his life. 

69 God has revealed himself to man by gradually communi-

cating his own mystery in deeds and in words. 

70 Beyond the witness to himself that God gives in created 

things, he manifested himself to our first parents, spoke to 

them and, after the fall, promised them salvation (cf ⇒ Gen 

3:15) and offered them his covenant. 

71 God made an everlasting covenant with Noah and with 

all living beings (cf ⇒ Gen 9:16). It will remain in force as 

long as the world lasts. 

72 God chose Abraham and made a covenant with him and 

his descendants. By the covenant God formed his people and 

revealed his law to them through Moses. Through the proph-

ets, he prepared them to accept the salvation destined for all 

humanity. 

73 God has revealed himself fully by sending his own Son, in 

whom he has established his covenant for ever. the Son is his 

Father's definitive Word; so there will be no further Revela-

tion after him. 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY 
 

December 25th:  $4,290.82 

(the Archdiocesan wide Christmas Collection 
for the needs of the senior and retired priest 
of the Archdiocese.) 
January 1st:  $2,804.12 
This weekend  we have two collections, our 
regular Sunday offering and our Monthly 
Special offering.  Next weekend we will have 
two collections, our regular Sunday offering 
and a collection to support the Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Boston.  This 
ministry regularly serves over 175,000 peo-
ple each year. It is focused on direct person-
al and social support of those in need.  

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/_P5.HTM#PENT.GEN.3.15
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/_PB.HTM#PENT.GEN.9.16
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The next meeting of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
will be held on February 6th in the rectory.  If 
you are interested  in this ministry,  but don’t 
know how to knit or crochet, we will teach you!   

PLEASE PATRONIZE   

OUR  ADVERTISERS, THEY MAKE OUR 

BULLETIN POSSIBLE!  

Attention:  4 th  and 5th   

Grade Students  

Are you interested in becoming 

an Altar Server?   If so, please 

attend the Upcoming Training 

Session.   This will take place on Sunday, 

January 15, 2012 immediately following 

the 10am Mass.  Children are asked to be 

accompanied by a parent/guardian to meet 

with Debbie Conner and Fr. Murray at the 

front of the church to learn more.  

Christmas Flowers have gener-
ously been donated in loving 
memory of the following: 
Deceased members of the Peel, 
Desbiens, Clark & Donovan fami-
lies;  The Raymond & Furber fami-

lies; Jack Amidio; Nelson Roix; Mr. & Mrs. Chris-
topher Grudzien; Alda, Lorraine, Laretta, Patricia; 
Albertine, Rita, Georgette & Paul; Frank White, 
Perry Crockett; Capt. Red Slavit; David C. 
Duchemin; Laura & Arthur Foote; Tom Martin; 
Robert Laprel, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Laprel; Frank L. 
Crowe; The Grillo & Adams Families; Deceased 
members of the Bibeau & Lavoie Families; Stan-
ley Sudol; Kardas & Johnson Family; Marie 
Louise & William T. Walsh; James L. Rand; Jo-
seph A. Yuele; Rose Young, Arthur Young; Fred-
erick D. Cooney; Deceased members of the Rai-
mondi and Belle Families; Carolyn J. Prescott; 
Vincent & Rose Dirago, Alfred & Lily Marzioli, 
Carla Marzioli, Robert Marzioli. Joseph Marzioli, 
Joseph Gore, Sr. & Yvonne Frascone; Agnes & 
Ralph Bourneuf; Sheila S. Gilmore & Gail C. 
Freeman; Sidney M. Corthell; James H. Con-
nors; brother & sister; Dominic & Vincenza 
DiFruscio; Samuel J. Habib; The Dubois Family; 
Yolanda Moncousky; Ariel-Auger Family; William 
& Mary Mahoney; The McCusker Family, The 
Bernier Family & The Bastarache Families; The 
Morin & Sanville Families; The Costa Family; 
Patrick & Mary Linehan; Concetta L. Fisichella; 
Ed & Cyndi Burling; Ralph & Myra Ranger; Ernie 
& Eleanor Bean; Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ethier; Mr. & 
Mrs. Arthur Willette; R. Alecata, A. Gallant; John 
A. & Stella K. Wronka; Melnott & Corrine Connor; 
Lionel & Patricia Sevigny; Mr. &  Mrs. Thomas F. 
Farley; Michael & Mary Kaznosky, Mary Pechnik, 
Christine (Pechnik) Kelly, Lillian (Pechnik) Dan-
iels;  Romilda & Charles Meneades, Marjorie & 
Roland Daggett; Frank A. Capone, Agnes, Mary 
Angela, Manuel & Franics M. Souza; Pauline 
Flanagan; Robert & Barbara Decoteau; Erin P. 
Livingston; Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred Belanger; Mr. & 
Mrs. Ernest J. Laprel, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Emery; The Camille Family; Olive, John, Peter, 
Guarnieri, Thomas Murray, Frank Demers, David 
Boyle;  Gerard & Yolanda Petrosino; Harold C. 
Stultz; Sean Girard, Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Burns, 
Wesley Burrill; Ann M. Ritchie, Katherine Flana-
gan; Roland Spofford. 

 

Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors.                 
I am pleased to announce that Bill Bibeau 
has volunteered to take over the task of 
scheduling EM’s and lectors. We are grate-
ful to Jen Connolly for her service at this 
ministry and now hand over the responsibil-
ity to Bill. Thank you both for your service.  

Our Annual Epiphany Pageant will be held 
in the Church today, Sunday, January 8, 
2012 at 2pm.  Friends and family members 
are invited to attend this wonderful event and 
for a small reception immediately following 
the pageant in the Lower Church Hall 
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Scripture for the week of January 8, 2012 

Sunday, January 8th 

Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  

Monday, January 9th 

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11/Acts 10:34-38  

Tuesday, January 10th 

1 Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28 or 1 Sm 1:1-8 and 1:9-20 /

Mk 1:14- 20 and 1:21-28 

Wednesday, January 12th 
1 Sm 3:1 - 10, 19 - 20/Mk 1:29 - 39  

Thursday, January 12th 

1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45  

Friday, January 13th 

1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12  

Saturday, January 14th 

1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Mk 2:13-17  

  

The Marian Society devoted to Our 
Lady of Fatima will pray the Rosary at 
St. John the Baptist Church on 
Wednesday mornings at 8:30 AM. 
Please join us in praying this beautiful 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Everyone is welcome. Rosary beads 
and pamphlets are provided. 

 Religious Education  

Schedule 
 

 

Sunday, January  8th 

Grades 8 & 10  meet 5:30 ~ 6:55 pm 
 

Sunday, January 15th  

Grades 3 & 4 meet 8:30 ~ 9:55am 

Grades 5 ~7 meet 5:30 ~ 6:55pm 
 

Sunday, January 22nd   

Grades K ~ 2 meet 8:30 ~ 9:55am 

Grades 8 & 10 meet 5:30 ~ 6:55pm 
 

Sunday, January 29th 

Grades 3 & 4 meet 8:30 ~ 9:55am 

Grades 5 ~7 meet 5:30 ~ 6:55pm 
 

 

Refer to 2011/2012 Schedule posted outside Religious Ed. office   

or call Phone: 978-521-4557 Administrator: Reneé 

Barrick  (rbarrick@parishmail.com) 
 

Please continue to pray for all  
those who are sick or in need and 
especially for… . . . Fr. Conole, 
Dorothy K., Cristina O., Laurie H.,  
Marilyn B. Mary M. and Taylor B. 

The next meeting of the MCFL Haverhill 

Chapter will be Thurs. Jan. 12th. in the Saint 

John the Baptist church hall at 7:00p.m. New 

members are always welcomed.  

Background on the Gospel Reading 
The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of 

the Holy Family's flight into Egypt. Matthew's Gospel 

tells a version of Jesus' birth that is different than the 

one in Luke. Of the actual birth of Jesus, Matthew tells 

us little more than, “When Jesus was born in Bethle-

hem of Judea, in the days of King Herod . . . ” The sto-

ry of the census is found only in Luke's Gospel, but we 

hear about the visit of the Magi only in Matthew's Gos-

pel. 

We know little about the Magi. They come from the 

East and journey to Bethlehem, following an astrologi-

cal sign, so we believe them to be astrologers. We as-

sume that there were three Magi based upon the nam-

ing of their three gifts. The Gospel does not say how 

many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew's Gos-

pel, they represent the Gentiles' search for a savior. 

Because the Magi represent the entire world, they also 

represent our search for Jesus. 

We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a 

foreshadowing of Jesus' role in salvation. We believe 

the meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is 

presented as representative of Jesus' kingship. Frankin-

cense is a symbol of his divinity because priests burned 

the substance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was used to 

prepare the dead for burial, is offered in anticipation of 

Jesus' death. The word Epiphany means 

“manifestation” or “showing forth.” Historically sever-

al moments in Christ's early life and ministry have been 

celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Beth-

lehem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and 

his first miracle at Cana. 

Died in the hope of Resurrection: In your char-

it y please pr ay f or  t he et er nal r est  of  May B. 
Costello. May God grant her peaceful rest with 

the saints and the reward of a good and faithful 

life.  Pray also for the consolation of her loved 

ones. 


