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In Word & Deed

even-year-old Maureen told her

five year old sister Marci, “I

wish you were my friend and
not my sister.” Her mother wanted to
know why she would say such a2 mean
thing. Maureen replied, “Because she 1s my
sister, and I love her and now I have to
torgive her for everything!” Good thing

for Marct!

Jesus knows the cynical heatts of his hosts
at dinner. They judge Jesus, just as they
judge the woman who comes into their
midst to wash the feet of Jesus. He points
out that she has offered Him all the signs
of hospitality while His host has not. It s
not out of welcoming that the woman
serves the Lord, but out of love. It is
because of this love that Jesus says her sins

are forgiven.
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hrist acts like a loving mother. To induce us to follow Him, He gives us

Himself as an example and promises us a reward in His kingdom.
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Love negates the power of sin. It heals ~ why our sins are forgiven. Love comes

’9‘%« the damage of selfishness. It opens our from God and His love restores all

hearts to others and to God. When we things. We are healed, and we see the

torgive, we are able to see the grace—the love—of God in us.
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