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heila, our fifth grade teacher’s 8-year

old daughter, wanted a puppy and
she was begging at every opportunity and
promising to take care of it. Knowing full
well it would end up being her responsibility,
the teacher made arrangements with her
brother to dog-sit for a week while he was
on vacation. The first few days went pretty
well, but by the fourth day ‘doggy fatigue’
was setting in. It seems that the young dog
enthusiast failed to account for multiple
daily walks, feedings, bathing, playtime and
‘cleaning up.” At the end of the week, Sheila
informed her mom that she had changed her

mind and would prefer goldfish instead.

Faith is a commitment to a way of life, not
y
just a set of intellectual beliefs. More than
just accepting the idea that Jesus is the
Savior, faith means that we change so that we
live by God’s standards, even when it is
y
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% the same way,

everyone of you who

does not renounce all
his possessions cannot

be my disciple.
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them with a new light and strength. * Pope Benedict XVI
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demanding, inconvenient or difficult. Our values and morals are the foundation of our

lives and if we compromise them, we compromise our life, both temporal and eternal.

We live our faith when we follow the teaching and example of Jesus. Plus we have the
Church, the sacraments, the example of the saints and the support of one another—

all of which are part of our community of faith that lives and supports our baptismal
commitment to follow the Lord. There is no ‘faith fatigue.” Our God and our faith renew

and strengthen us as we journey together.

~James Gaffney



