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Word & Deed

/ 2 s we grow up, we all have
those learning moments when

things don’t go so well or we experience

a disappointment or rejection that brings

us to tears—and usually to some adult for
comfort. Is there a person alive in America
who in these moments has not heard, “It’s
not the end of the world”? In movies, books
and our own imagination, we've seen the end
of the world a million times. But when does

the world really end?

Jesus talks about the end of the world in

the Gospels. He knows the Apostles are
concerned about it, but He tells them that
only the Father knows the day and the

hour. In Luke, He describes a scene of great
struggle and chaos, events that have occurred
time and again in the history of the world.
There are TV evangelists who use the Book

of Revelation mistakenly to describe
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b g / ) /_/e answered, "See that you
) C not be deceived, for many will
come in my name, saying, 'l am

he," and 'The time has come.' Do

not follow them!"
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e are not at peace with others because we are not at peace with ourselves,
and we are not at peace with ourselves because we are not at peace with God.

* Thomas Merton *
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something that is to take place soon.

The end of the world is not an event that takes place in history. It is the fulfillment

of time when all that we have done is brought to perfection and lifted up to God as

our offering to Him. Eternal life begins now, so we are not living in fear of it, but in
preparation for it. We need to remain steadfast and confident. God will not abandon us;
He will perfect us. All creation will be renewed and restored through Him and with Him
and in Him. As the angel says, “Fear not!” God knows what He is doing.

~ James Gaffney



