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Celebrating our  
55th Anniversary 
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��������  Harriet Vacirca.  

���������	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 Martin Cole (Birthday Remembrance by Wife & Family) 

�������	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 Frank L. Crowe (Birthday Remembrance by Family) 

�������	
��
��
�	��	 �����	��	 Edward Girard, Sr. (Memorial Mass by Family) 

�������	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 All the Departed Souls in Purgatory  

��
�����	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 Edward L. Hayes, Sr. (Memorial Mass by Ted & Pat Pelosi) 

��
�����	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Praye r 

�
��
�����	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 John & Mary Sandberg (5th Anniversary Mass by Daughter) 

� �������	
��
��
�	�!	 ����	��	 Mass of Thanksgiving  

"�#����	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 Bob & Kay Crowley (Living Intention for their 50th Wedding Anniversary by 
Family) 

���������	
��
��
�	�$	 ����	��	 Ronald Swanson (Memorial Mass by Mary Belanger)  

���������	
��
��
�	�$	 ����	��	 Aimé J.E. Dubois (10th Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 Joseph LaBranche (1st Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
��
��
�	��	 �����	��	 Eugene Descheneau (5th Anniversary Mass by Family) 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday  ~ 9 AM, 4 PM  
Sunday  ~ 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM Family Mass 
Monday to Friday ~ 9 AM  
Eve of Holy Days; Holy Days ~ As announced  
 

Sacraments 
 

Reconciliation  ~ Saturday 3 to 3:45 PM; also by 
appointment; Marriage  ~ Couples are asked to 
call the parish office at 978-372-2780 at least 6 
months prior to the planned wedding date; 
Baptism  ~ 2nd Sunday of each month @ 1 PM 
Contact the parish office at 978-372-2780 for more 
information 

Religious Education 
 

Grades K to 4:  Sunday,  9:00 AM to 10:25 AM  
Grades 5 to 10:  Sunday, 5:30 PM to 6:55 PM  

Classes meet every other week 
in the lower Church hall 

Phone:  978-521-4557 
Administrator: Reneé Barrick 
(rbarrick@parishmail.com) 
Safety Coordinator K to G 3: Kim Shapiro 
(kshapiro@parishmail.com)  
Safety Coordinator G 4 to 6 :  Jennifer Connolly  
Safety Coordinator G 7 :  Deacon Tom Anthony   
 

Parish Contact Information 
 

Address: 110 Lincoln Ave, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Phone:  �$�%�$�%�$��											Fax:  �$�%���%���$	
Website:  www.stjohnhaverhill.org 
Email:  stjohn@parishmail.com 
Pastor: Father Robert Murray  
Parochial Vicar:  Father John Walsh, SJ 
Permanent Deacon:  Thomas Anthony  
(978-973-0437; razorsedge1970@aol.com)  
Secretary:  Diane Forte (dforte@parishmail.com)  
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Welcome to St. John the Baptist.  We’re glad you are here to celebrate Mass with us today. If you are 
new to our  parish or  haven’t been here in awhile, WELCOME.  If you would like to     register as a 
parish family, registration forms can be found at the back of the Church.  You can either mail it to the 
Rectory or drop it in the collection basket.  God Bless&�

Brothers & Sisters in Christ: 
�
We all complain about change from 
time to time.  

 

The reasons for complaining are varied, but the 
truth is that change is not always bad. I have a 
friend who is fond of saying, “I like the changes that 
I like; it’s the ones that I don’t like that irritate me.” 
So when the boss pulls you aside and says we are 
making a change, and that from now on you will be 
making more money; that is an example of a change 
we all would like. When he says, however, those 
changes mean that now you must be available some 
weekends, well that is something we don’t like.  
 

Most often changes move us out of a comfort zone 
and cause us to have to think about what we do and 
why we do it. This is the case with some of our 
liturgical changes. Recently you may have noticed 
that we are making changes in the way we celebrate 
liturgy. For example, no longer will we see Deacon 
Tom on the Altar at every Mass; some of the chairs 
have been removed from the Sanctuary and we have 
changed the place of the Credence Table.  
 

The biggest changes have come in the number of 
people who are in the sanctuary. We now are asking 
both Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers to come 
forward from the congregation to exercise their 
ministries. This new practice will allow us a little 
more space in the Sanctuary, but more importantly, 
allows those who serve who have children to serve a 
little more easily. It will also allow those of us who 
are no longer “fleet of foot”, but who still want to 
serve to get to and from their ministry positions, 
thus allowing more people the opportunity to 
participate.  Just as important is that the changes 
highlight the theological point that we are called 
from the midst of the community to serve.   
 

I am grateful to all who have come forward to 
volunteer to serve as part of their Mass attendance. 	
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My hope and goal is to have enough Eucharistic 
Ministers, Lectors and Servers to permit everyone 
who wants to, to have to serve just once a month. 
My goal assumes that while it is wonderful to 
serve and very personally rewarding, and is a 
living out of our Baptismal call, we also have 
times when we need to come and just pray. 
Everyone comes to Mass to meet Christ in some 
way and I hope that all those who serve see Him 
not only in the Sacraments, but also in the people 
gathered to praise and worship God.  
 

I want to put in a special mention of the Choirs 
and Ushers; we can use more help in those 
ministries also. Both groups work very hard and 
we must not forget that though not seen, the 
Choirs are appreciatively heard. The Ushers also  
in taking up the collection with reverence should 
not escape notice.  
 

I often think that we should have everyone take a 
turn distributing Communion. I believe that you 
would never attend Mass the same way ever again 
after seeing your brothers and sisters, husbands 
and wives, neighbors, those you love and struggle 
to love all coming to receive the living Lord in the 
Eucharist.  
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4 PM St James Fr John Walsh, SJ 

4 PM St John the Baptist Fr Robert Murray 
7 PM Vietnamese Mass  

Fr Joseph Pham/Father Robert Murray 
8:30 AM St James Fr Robert Murray 

8:30 AM St John the Baptist Fr Leo Martel 
10:30 AM St John the Baptist  

Fr Robert Murray/Deacon Tom Anthony  
11:30 AM Spanish Mass  

Fr John Walsh, SJ/Deacon Nelson Agudelo 
5 PM St James Fr John Walsh, SJ 

Readings for today’s Mass begin on page 236 of the 
Breaking Bread Missal.  Proper parts of the Mass begin 
on page 3. 
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The collection for the weekend 
of November 14/15 was 
$2,029.45  The special 
monthly collection was $1,280.  

Both collections totaled $3,309.45.   
 

This weekend there will be two collections —our 
regular Sunday offertory and a second collection 
for Retirement for Religious.  Next weekend there 
will be two collections as well—our regular Sunday 
offertory and a second collection for the Campaign 
for Human Development.  Thank you. 

Join Deacon Tom Anthony for Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament followed by Evening Prayer   
on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM.  

Parish CCD Class Schedule 
 

 Sunday, November 28 
Grades 3 & 4 ~ 9 to 10:25 am 

Grade 5 to 7 ~ 5:30 to 6:55 PM 
 

 Sunday, December 5 
Grades K to 2 ~ 9 to 10:25 am 

Grade 8 to 10 ~ 5:30 to 6:55 PM 
 

Grade 6 & 9 meet  in the basement of the Rectory 
All other classes are held in the lower church hall. 

�����������	
������
	
���������������

Please pray for all  those who are 
sick or in need and especially 
for…  

Alex, Arraya, Barbara, Bea, 
Betty H., Bill, Boris, Carmine, 
Cathy, Celeste, Chris, Coby, 

Connie, Cristina, Don, Elizabeth P., Elvita C., 
Erica, Ernest J., Florence L., Francis D., Fr. 

Fred, Gail C., Gil, Grace, Jeannette S., James 
D., Fr. Jim, Joan, John B., John C., John P., 

Kathy, Fr. Keith, Leo, Linda, Linda A., Louise, 
Fr. Marc, Marguerite , Marion, Marita, Mary, 
Mary D., Mary P.,  Mary R., Mary S., Mary Z., 
Mary Jo, Megan, Mike, Nita, Reneé, Roberta, 

Russell, Rusty, Sheila, Stephen, Susan, 
Susan B., Tom, Theresa, & Yvonne  

Please pray for all those in 
the United States Armed 
Services who are serving our 
country at home and abroad 
and especially for… 

 

Alan, Allan, Angela, Christopher, Colin, 
Dan, Daniel, Don, Douglas, Eric, Josh, 

Joshua, Michael, Michelle C., Patrick, Paul, 
Rick, Rob & Timothy  

Pray also for their families and loved ones. 
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Our Activities Committee is again hosting a 
Christmas Party for children in 
our CCD program from Pre-K 
(age 4)  to Grade 4 and their 
siblings on Saturday, December 
11 from 5 to 8 PM in the lower 
church hall.  Invitation letters with 
an RSVP will be coming home with 

your CCD student.   You can return the RSVP to 
your child’s CCD teacher,  put it in the  collection 
basket or call Reneé in the CCD office. Admission 
is by reservation ONLY.  Please RSVP by Sunday, 
December 5.  

Grade 8 students of our CCD program are 
collecting  gently  worn  T-shirts, PJ bottoms, 
and summer sandals to send to Afghanistan 
hospitals to help clothe those wounded/injured 
patients who have had their only clothing cut from 
them upon admission with nothing to wear upon 
release.  Collection boxes are at all  entrances to 
the church and donations will be accepted until 
November 21.   Thank you. 

Have you been called to serve Christ ?  Do you 
want to help your parish and church? 
 

  If you answer “yes” to either of these questions, 
take a moment out of your day and have a cup of 
coffee and a conversation with Deacon Tom 
Anthony.  Call him anytime at 978-973-0437. 

The Parish Pastoral Council will meet next 
Sunday evening, November 28 at 6:30 PM in the 
Lower Church Hall. 

For more information on our parish or any of our 
parish ministries, please visit our website at 
www.stjohnhaverhill.org  
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During the month of November, 
we are called in a special way “to 
remember our brothers and 
sisters who have gone to their 
rest.”  Once again, a Book of Remembrance  will 
be placed on a podium to the side of the main altar 
beginning November 1 for those who wish to 
make an entry during the month.  The names will 
be offered a Mass at the appropriate time during 
the month of November. 

As a result of the generous support of our parish, 
those CCD students in Kindergarten to Grade 
2, and with last-minute food donations from our 
CCD students in Grades 3 & 4 , Saint John’s is 
able to provide seven Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets to families within our parish. 
 

On Sunday, November 14, the Grade 4 CCD 
students worked together in their Whole Class 
Service Project to collate the collected food items 
to make up these baskets.  This project was 
coordinated by Diane Forte, who led students in 
prayer at the start of this project, and with the 
help of teachers and aides, students filled the 
baskets and gained insight about those 
ingredients that make up Thanksgiving Dinner—
food, family, friends and prayer.  Baskets will be 
delivered Thanksgiving week by our wonderful 
teachers, aides, and staff. 
 

This year when we count our Blessings at 
Thanksgiving Dinner, let us all be thankful for the 
good things that our CCD students are able to 
accomplish under the thought-filled guidance and 
support of their teachers, their families, our 
parish, our staff and our clergy. 
 
 
 

Lord God, all powerful and everlasting, 
we ask You on this Thanksgiving Day  

to give us grateful hearts. 
 

Open our hearts so that we may 
enjoy the gifts You have given us 

and see the beauty around us 
in all of Your creation. 

 

May we give thanks 
for the daily gifts of food, 

family and friends and especially 
enjoy these gifts with thanksgiving. 

 

May we never take for granted 
the comfort of our homes, 

the blessings of our families, and 
the knowledge of Your love. 

 

And though we sometimes 
feel the stress of our duties and cares, 
Thank You for the grace You give us 

to see them through. 
 

When we come to the end of this day 
and every day thereafter, 

may our hearts still be grateful 
and our prayers full of thanksgiving.  Amen. 

Its time for our Annual Tree of 
Need.  Every year we support five 
local organizations in helping them 
provide a Merry Christmas for their 
residents.  Tags will be available 
beginning this weekend.  Please 

feel  free to take more than one tag if you are able 
to purchase more than one gift.  Replace your tag 
with one of the candy cane decorations.  
All gifts must be wrapped, with the tree tag         
attached (please do not put additional tags or 
cards on the packages), and returned no later 
than Sunday, December 12th  so that they can be 
sorted, re-tagged and delivered in time for 
Christmas.  We regret that we are unable to 
accept unsolicited gift items.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. 

B e g i n n i n g  n e x t  w e e k - e n d , 
Christmas flower memorial 
envelopes  will be available at the 
entrances to the Church for anyone 
who wishes to make an offering as a 
memoriam and help defray the cost of flowers 
throughout the Church this Christmas season. All 
envelopes should be returned no later December 
19.  Envelopes can be mailed, put into the 
collection baskets or dropped off at the Rectory.  
Thank you 

Protecting God’s Children is a program selected 
by the Archdiocese of Boston for educating parish 
adults on ways to prevent child abuse and create 
safe environments for children. 
 

Saint John the Baptist will offer Protecting God’s 
Children training on Monday, December 6 from 
7 to 9 PM in the Church.  All members of the 
Activities Committee and CCD teachers/aides 
must attend this training .   If you have already 
attended this one-time only training, please verify 
with Reneé in the CCD office or Diane in the 
Rectory that your certification is on file. 
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St. John the Baptist’s ministry 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
will offer the Rosary every 
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM 
(after the 9 AM Morning Mass)  in 
the main church.  Everyone is 
welcome.   
Rosaries and handouts will be 

available for those who are unfamiliar with this 
beautiful devotion to the Blessed Mother.  Come 
and pray with us. 

Readings of the Week  
Sunday, November 21 
2 Sm 5:1-3/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43  
Monday, November 22 
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday, November 23 
Rv 14:14-19/Lk 21:5-11  
Wednesday, November 24 
Rv 15:1-4/Lk 21:12-19  
Thursday, November 25 
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Lk 21:20-28  
Friday, November 26 
Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Lk 21:29-33  
Saturday, November 27 
Rv 22:1-7/Lk 21:34-36  
Sunday, November 28 
Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44  

Thank you to the volunteers of the councils and 
ministries of Saint John the Baptist Parish— 
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55th Anniversary Committee:  -
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Health Ministry: 	-����	,#�
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Donna	,#�
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Youth Group:  -
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If you have any questions about any of the councils 
or ministries or would like to join, please contact any 
of our volunteers, or the Rectory.   
	

� Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then 
said I, Here am I; send me. “  (Isa. 6:8) 

A Note from the Choir Loft: 
 

You can support your parish’s 
Youth and  Adult Choirs by 
helping to pay for music we’ve 
purchased for the Christmas 
Masses and Concert. 
 

Please place your offering in an envelope 
marked “Choir Music” and drop it in the 
collection basket or at the Rectory .  Thank you 
from all of us in the Music Ministry. 

St. John’s will be accepting donations every 
weekend to support local food pantries.  Please 
leave  your non-perishable items at the back of the 
church.  Thank you for your generosity. 

St Joseph School of All Saints 
Parish PTO will present it’s 2nd 
Annual Family Christmas 
C a r n i v a l  o n  Sa t u r da y , 
December 4 from 10 AM to 3 PM 
at St Joseph School.   
 

The gymnasium will be transformed into a winter 
wonderland with fun for all—young and young at 
heart! There will be games, prizes, raffles, 
baskets, Santa, face painting, Sweet Shoppe, 
food and crafts.   
 

If you are interested in making a donation or 
renting a table to showcase your crafts, please 
c a l l  9 7 8 - 5 2 1 - 4 2 5 6  o r  e m a i l 
ldifloures@comcast.net or gceder@msn.com.   
 

All PTO proceeds are going towards a new 
playground for our school in memory of Father 
Dennis Nason. 


