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ave you noticed that
many of the recent (and best
selling!) books are all about
personal growth and success?
They take various approaches to
achieving your dreams, becoming
wealthy or more content. One common

theme, however, is that of
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1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Their enemies would fail, and Israel
would enjoy the bounty of the Lord’s
Providence. God was faithful to them,
and they in turn would be faithful to
Him. “Wait for the Lord!” was their
cry of encouragement as they waited,

expecting the Messiah.

expectation. Set your goals, Today’s Readings Advent is our time of

identify your desires, Is2:1-5 expectation. We look

and look for what you Rom 13:11-14 and wait and ponder
Mt 24:37-44

want with a positive, and
hopeful attitude. If you expect

great things, they will come.

Israel had been expecting great things
from God for centuries. God’s promises
to them were always fulfilled and they

could count on His love and support.

Father Fields your questions

and hope for the coming
of the Lord. We want Him
to come so our doubts are answered, our
sins forgiven, our fears relieved and our
hopes fulfilled. Live in great expectation

and God will not disappoint you.

~Jim Gaffney
Jim@stgeorgepublishing.com

by Father Jim Field

...you also must be prepared, for at an hour
you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.
~Matthew 24:44
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There’s all this emphasis on “waiting” in Advent. It seems odd to pretend

@ that we are waiting for Jesus to be born. Didn’t that already happen?

(continued on back)



neighbors. Other lists include an end to
a war, food for the hungry, shelter for
the dispossessed. Some are just waiting
for the other shoe to drop. In Advent we
hold our needs up to the desires of God’s

to God’s Word in liturgy throughout
this rich season of preparation. Well
celebrated, Advent is a rich and beautiful

se€ason.
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