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Saint John the Baptist Parish 1st Sunday of Advent ~ November 28, 2010 
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Celebrating our  
55th Anniversary 



Saint John the Baptist Parish 1st Sunday of Advent ~ November 28, 2010 
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��� ����  George Daley. �
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�	��	 ����	��	 Aimé J.E. Dubois (10th Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
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��
�	��	 ����	��	 Joseph LaBranche (1st Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
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��
�	��	 �����	��	 Eugene Descheneau (5th Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
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��
�	��	 ����	��	 Mass of Thanksgiving to Saint Anthony (by parishioner) 

��
�����	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 All the Departed Souls in Purgatory  

��
�����	
��
��
�	��	 ����	��	 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Praye r  
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��
�	�	 ����	��	 Intention of the Celebrant  

�#�������	!
"
��
�	�	 ����	��	 Sister Mary Clancy, CSJ (6th Anniversary Mass by Parish) 

$�%����	!
"
��
�	�	 ����	��	 Frank & Adeline Moskal (Memorial Mass by Family) 

���������	!
"
��
�	�	 ����	��	 Helen, Ruth, Jeffrey & Donna LeBlanc (Memorial Mass by Family) 

���������	!
"
��
�	�	 ����	��	 Sandra Wentworth (1st Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	!
"
��
�	&	 ����	��	 Damian & Elise Bastarache (Memorial Mass by granddaughter, Celeste) 

�������	!
"
��
�	&	 �����	��	 Camille Valenti (Anniversary Mass by Family) 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday  ~ 9 AM, 4 PM  
Sunday  ~ 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM Family Mass 
Monday to Friday ~ 9 AM  
Eve of Holy Days; Holy Days ~ As announced  
 

Sacraments 
 

Reconciliation  ~ Saturday 3 to 3:45 PM; also by 
appointment; Marriage  ~ Couples are asked to 
call the parish office at 978-372-2780 at least 6 
months prior to the planned wedding date; 
Baptism  ~ 2nd Sunday of each month @ 1 PM 
Contact the parish office at 978-372-2780 for more 
information 

Religious Education 
 

Grades K to 4:  Sunday,  9:00 AM to 10:25 AM  
Grades 5 to 10:  Sunday, 5:30 PM to 6:55 PM  

Classes meet every other week 
in the lower Church hall 

Phone:  978-521-4557 
Administrator: Reneé Barrick 
(rbarrick@parishmail.com) 
Safety Coordinator K to G 3: Kim Shapiro 
(kshapiro@parishmail.com)  
Safety Coordinator G 4 to 6 :  Jennifer Connolly  
Safety Coordinator G 7 :  Deacon Tom Anthony   
 

Parish Contact Information 
 

Address: 110 Lincoln Ave, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Phone:  ���'���'����											 Fax:  ���'���'����	
Website:  www.stjohnhaverhill.org 
Email:  stjohn@parishmail.com 
Pastor: Father Robert Murray  
Parochial Vicar:  Father John Walsh, SJ 
Permanent Deacon:  Thomas Anthony  
(978-973-0437; razorsedge1970@aol.com)  
Secretary:  Diane Forte (dforte@parishmail.com)  
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Saint John the Baptist Parish 1st Sunday of Advent ~ November 28, 2010 

Welcome to St. John the Baptist.  We’re glad you are here to celebrate Mass with us today. If you are 
new to our  parish or  haven’t been here in awhile, WELCOME.  If you would like to     register as a 
parish family, registration forms can be found at the back of the Church.  You can either mail it to the 
Rectory or drop it in the collection basket.  God Bless(�

Brothers & Sisters in Christ: 
�
Happy New Year!  I know that this 
sounds a little early for us, but we can 
say it because we have come to the 

end of the liturgical year and having realized that 
Jesus did not come in glory, we start another year of 
remembering the story of our faith.  
 

The church has a three year cycle of hearing the 
Gospels. Year A in the three year cycle, which we are 
starting today, features the Gospel of Matthew. 
Matthew’s Gospel is unique in that it is the first book 
of the New Testament, contains a beloved image in 
the three kings and is filled with cross references to 
the Old Testament. Each of the four Gospels was 
written within a particular circumstance to help the 
first hearers (and eventually us) to understand the 
message of Jesus within their own communities.  
 

Matthew wrote his Gospel for a group of believers 
that most likely contained a healthy mix of Jewish 
Christians, and pagan converts. Each group had to be 
able to hear that their story was contained in the 
Gospel, just as in our own time we want to hear that 
our story is in there also. This will be the project of 
our entire liturgical year (assuming that Jesus does 
not suddenly return in Glory in the middle of it.)  
 

In Advent we will remember that we are waiting as 
the whole world was for the arrival of the newborn 
king of the Jews. In the Christmas season we will 
remember and celebrate His arrival, and all the 
effects that He had on the world even as an infant. 
 

During Lent we will enter the desert to open our 
hearts to conversion and the will of God to more fully 
prepare and understand the Easter mystery, a love so 
powerful that death and sin could not destroy it.  
 

After Pentecost we will continue to reflect and try to 
apply all that the message tells us as we enter 
ordinary time, although we know that after the 
Resurrection all time is Christ time and so will never 
be ordinary in that sense. 	
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This year, like in the civil new year just a short time 
away, you might make some resolutions. If you are 
struggling with your faith, perhaps you might 
decide to pray a Psalm such as Psalm 23. Maybe 
you feel that you are not up on church teaching as 
much as you should be and have been losing the 
arguments at the water cooler, or feel that you 
couldn’t present the Church’s teaching very well. 
This might be the year that you read the catechism, 
a little bit at a time. This could also be the year the 
you decide to become more involved in the parish 
and live your faith a bit more publicly.  
 

I hope you might remember that the Lord is always 
calling and always speaking. Perhaps you could 
learn to take a few minutes every day just to sit in 
silence and say, “Speak Lord, your servant is 
listening”. (I learned this from my Mother, who sat 
in the car every day by herself for two minutes with 
the Bible before coming in the house after work. By 
the time the car cooled off or heated up, she was 
ready to emerge and face the rushing horde of her 
children.) Whatever you do, I hope that this new 
year of Grace is just that, an opportunity to 
experience again the depth of God’s love for us in 
Christ Jesus.  
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4 PM St James Fr Robert Murray 
4 PM St John the Baptist Fr Leo Martel 

7 PM Vietnamese Mass  
Fr Joseph Pham/Fr Robert Murray 
8:30 AM St James Fr John Walsh 

8:30 AM St John the Baptist Fr Robert Murray 
10:30 AM St John the Baptist Fr. John Walsh, SJ 

11:30 AM Spanish Mass  
Fr Robert Murray/Deacon Nelson Agudelo 

5 PM St James Fr Leo Martel 

Readings for today’s Mass begin on page 32 of the 
Breaking Bread Missal.  Proper parts of the Mass 
begin on page 3. 
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The collection for the weekend 
of November 21/22 was 
$2,208.67. The collection for 
Ret i red  Re l ig ious was 

$957.61.  Both collections totaled $3,166.28.   
 

This weekend there will be two collections —our 
regular Sunday offertory and a second collection 
for the Campaign for Human Development.  Next 
weekend there will be one collection.  Thank you. 

Parish CCD Class Schedule 
 

 Sunday, December 5 
Grades K to 2 ~ 9 to 10:25 AM 

Grade 8 to 10 ~ 5:30 to 6:55 PM 
 

 Sunday, December 12 
Grades 3 to 4 ~ 9 to 10:25 AM 
Grade 5 to 7 ~ 5:30 to 6:55 PM 

 
Grade 6 & 9 meet  in the basement of the Rectory 
All other classes are held in the lower church hall. 

Our Activities Committee is again 
hosting a Christmas Party for 
children in our CCD program from 
Pre-K (age 4)  to Grade 4 and 
their siblings on Saturday, 
December 11 from 5 to 8 PM in 
the lower church hall.  Invitation 

letters with an RSVP will be coming home with 
your CCD student.   You can return the RSVP to 
your child’s CCD teacher,  put it in the  collection 
basket or call Reneé in the CCD office. Admission 
is by reservation ONLY.  Please RSVP by Sunday, 
December 5.  

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 I am writing to inform you of the most recent 
development in the scandal of theft that we have 
all experienced.  
 

After submitting all the documentation to the 
insurance companies, they have offered us 
$76,573.50 of the $83,000.00 that was claimed. I 
have accepted this amount and it will be returned 
to us shortly. The amount we will receive is 
$74,073.50, which is less the amount of the 
$2,500.00 deductible the Archdiocesan insurance 
department attaches as a service fee.  
 

I hope that this will help to lessen anger and begin 
to restore trust for those who have had theirs so 
terribly broken. Please continue to pray for all 
your fellow parishioners and for the success of the 
parish.  
 

After meeting with the Finance council on the first 
weekend of December, I will give you a report of 
July through November, so that you can see where 
we stand financially.   

Father Murray 

Its time for our Annual Tree of 
Need.  Every year we support five 
local organizations in helping them 
provide a Merry Christmas for their 
residents.  Tags are now 
available.  Please feel  free to take 
more than one tag if you are able to purchase 
more than one gift.  Replace your tag with one of 
the candy cane decorations.  
All gifts must be wrapped, with the tree tag         
attached (please do not put additional tags or 
cards on the packages), and returned no later 
than Sunday, December 12th  so that they can be 
sorted, re-tagged and delivered in time for 
Christmas.  We regret that we are unable to 
accept unsolicited gift items.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. 

Protecting God’s Children is a program selected 
by the Archdiocese of Boston for educating parish 
adults on ways to prevent child abuse and create 
safe environments for children. 
 

Saint John the Baptist will offer Protecting God’s 
Children training on Monday, December 6 from 
7 to 9 PM in the Church.  All members of the 
Activities Committee, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Lectors and CCD teachers/aides must attend 
this training .   If you have already attended this 
one-time only training, please verify with Reneé in 
the CCD office or Diane in the Rectory that your 
certification is on file. 

The Parish Pastoral Council will meet Sunday 
evening, November 28 at 6:30 PM in the Lower 
Church Hall. 

Saint James Church, Winter Street, Haverhill, will 
host Advent Evening Prayer every Sunday of 
Advent  at 7 PM.  Please  join us as we “prepare 
the way of the Lord” in song, scripture and 
reflection. 
 

Light refreshments will be served following the 
service.  Come spend some time with the Lord… 
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Please pray for all  those who are 
sick or in need and especially 
for…  

Alex, Arraya, Barbara, Bea, 
Betty H., Bill, Boris, Carmine, 

Cathy, Celeste, Charlie, Chris, Coby, Connie, 
Cristina, Dawn, Don, Elizabeth P., Elvita C., 
Erica, Ernest J., Florence L., Francis D., Fr. 

Fred, Gail C., Gil, Grace, Jeannette S., James 
D., Fr. Jim, Joan, John B., John C., John P., 

Kathy, Fr. Keith, Leo, Linda, Linda A., Louise, 
Fr. Marc, Marguerite , Marion, Marita, Mary, 
Mary D., Mary P.,  Mary R., Mary S., Mary Z., 
Mary Jo, Megan, Mike, Nita, Reneé, Roberta, 

Russell, Rusty, Sheila, Stephen, Susan, 
Susan B., Tom, Theresa, & Yvonne  

Please pray for all those in 
the United States Armed 
Services who are serving 
our country at home and 
abroad and especially for… 

 

Alan, Allan, Angela, Christopher, Colin, 
Dan, Daniel, Don, Douglas, Eric, Josh, 

Joshua, Michael, Michelle C., Patrick, Paul, 
Rick, Rob & Timothy  

Pray also for their families and loved ones. 
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Beginning this week-end, Christmas 
flower memorial envelopes  will be 
available at the entrances to the 
Church for anyone who wishes to 
make an offering as a memorial and 
help defray the cost of flowers throughout the 
Church this Christmas season. All envelopes 
should be returned no later December 19.  
Envelopes can be mailed, put into the collection 
baskets or dropped off at the Rectory.  Thank you 

For more information on our parish or any of our 
parish ministries, please visit our website at 
www.stjohnhaverhill.org  

A Note from the Choir Loft: 
 

You can support your parish’s 
Youth and  Adult Choirs by 
helping to pay for music we’ve 
purchased for the Christmas 
Masses and Concert. 
 

Please place your offering in an envelope 
marked “Choir Music” and drop it in the 
collection basket or at the Rectory .  Thank you 
from all of us in the Music Ministry. 

St Joseph School of All Saints 
Parish PTO presents its 2nd 
Annual Fami ly Chr istmas 
Carnival on Saturday, December 
4, 2010, from 10 AM to 3 PM at 
Saint Joseph School , 56 Oak 

Terrace, Haverhill.  
 

Please join us for a day of merriment and holiday 
festivities!  The gymnasium of Saint Joseph 
School will be transformed into a winter 
wonderland with fun for all the young and young at 
heart.  There will be games, prizes, raffle baskets, 
Santa, face painting, Sweet Shoppe, food and 
crafts.  All are welcome. 
 

If you are interested in making a  donation or 
renting a table to showcase your crafts, please 
contact the school at 978-521-4256 or email 
ldifloures@comcast.net or gceder@msn.com. 
 

St Joseph PTO will also be 
sponsoring a shopping night in 
conjunction with a Roast Pork 
dinner  put on by All Saints Parish 
next Saturday, December 4  after 
the 4 PM Mass in the All Saints 
Hall (downstairs from  the church.) 
Featured at the shopping night will be Lia Sophia, 
the Pampered Chef, Tupperware and Tastefully 
Simple.  Great Holiday gift ideas! 
 

Come check us out!  Tickets for the All Saints 
Parish Dinner are $7 for adults and $3 for children 
and can be purchased at the door.  All our 
welcome to both the dinner and the shopping 
night! 
 

All PTO proceeds are going towards a new 
playground for our school in memory of Father 
Denis Nason. 
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St. John the Baptist’s ministry 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
will offer the Rosary every 
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM 
(after the 9 AM Morning Mass)  in 
the main church.  Everyone is 
welcome.   
Rosaries and handouts will be 

available for those who are unfamiliar with this 
beautiful devotion to the Blessed Mother.  Come 
and pray with us. 

Readings of the Week  
Sunday, November 28 
Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44  
Monday, November 29 
Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11  
Tuesday, November 30 
Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22  
Wednesday, December 1 
Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37  
Thursday, December 2 
Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27  
Friday, December 3 
Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31  
Saturday, December 4 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  
Sunday, December 5 
Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  

Thank you to the volunteers of the councils and 
ministries of Saint John the Baptist Parish— 
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55th Anniversary Committee:  !
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Health Ministry: 	!����	-%�
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Youth Group:  A�	�����%�%��	
	

If you have any questions about any of the councils 
or ministries or would like to join, please contact any 
of our volunteers, or the Rectory.   
	

� Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then 
said I, Here am I; send me. “  (Isa. 6:8) 

During the month of November, 
we are called in a special way “to 
remember our brothers and 
sisters who have gone to their 
rest.”  Once again, a Book of Remembrance  will 
be through November 30 for those who wish to 
make an entry during the month.  The names will 
be offered a Mass at the appropriate time during 
the month of November. 

St. John’s will be accepting donations every 
weekend to support local food pantries.  Please 
leave  your non-perishable items at the back of the 
church.  Thank you for your generosity. 

If any one is interested in become 
a Greeter at the beginning of one of 
our weekend Masses, please 
contact Joan Pechnik at 978-372-
6140.  This is a new and very 

important ministry here at Saint John the Baptist 
and puts a welcoming face to our parish for those 
who might be coming here for the very first time. 
 

Being a greeter is also an easy and very fulfilling 
way to serve the Lord our God.  Thank you. 

Are you being called to serve Christ ?  Do you 
have time to spare or could help out at Sunday or 
daily Mass or in the many programs the parish 
offers? 
 

 If you can say “yes” to either one of these 
questions, please speak to Father Murray, Father 
Walsh or Deacon Tom.  You can contact Father 
Murray and Father Walsh at the rectories or 
Deacon Tom at 978-973-0437.   


