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Saint John the Baptist Parish 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 5, 2010 
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Celebrating our  
55th Anniversary 



Saint John the Baptist Parish 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 5, 2010 
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���!����  Peter A. Vlahos. �

���������	
���
���	�	 ����	��	 Sandra Wentworth (1st Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
���
���	�	 ����	��	 Damian & Elise Bastarache (Memorial Mass by granddaughter, Celeste) 

�������	
���
���	�	 �����	��	 Camille Valenti (Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
���
���	�	 ����	��	 Mass of Thanksgiving  

��������	
���
���	�	 ����	��	 All the Departed Souls in Purgatory  

��������	
���
���	�	 ����	��	 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Praye r 

 ���������	
���
���	�	 ����	��	 Mary E. Linehan (Memorial Mass by Family) 

�!�������	
���
���	�	 ����	��	 Mary LaBranche (Anniversary Mass by Family) 

"�#����	
���
���	��	 ����	��	 Intention of the Celebrant  

���������	
���
���	��	 ����	��	 Deceased Members of Saint John the Baptist Parish  

���������	
���
���	��	 ����	��	 James Rand (10th Anniversary Mass by Family) 

�������	
���
���	�$	 ����	��	 John Walukevich (Memorial Mass by Wife & Family) 

�������	
���
���	�$	 �����	��	 Frederick Cooney (Anniversary Mass by Family) 

Mass Schedule  

Saturday  ~ 9 AM, 4 PM  
Sunday  ~ 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM Family Mass 
Monday to Friday ~ 9 AM  
Eve of Holy Days; Holy Days ~ As announced  
 

Sacraments  

Reconciliation  ~ Saturday 3 to 3:45 PM; also by 
appointment; Marriage  ~ Couples are asked to 
call the parish office at 978-372-2780 at least 6 
months prior to the planned wedding date; 
Baptism  ~ 2nd Sunday of each month @ 1 PM 
Contact the parish office at 978-372-2780 for more 
information 

Religious Education  

Grades K to 4:  Sunday,  9:00 AM to 10:25 AM  
Grades 5 to 10:  Sunday, 5:30 PM to 6:55 PM  

Classes meet every other week 
in the lower Church hall 

Phone:  978-521-4557 
Administrator: Reneé Barrick 
(rbarrick@parishmail.com) 
Safety Coordinator K to G 3: Kim Shapiro 
(kshapiro@parishmail.com)  
Safety Coordinator G 4 to 6 :  Jennifer Connolly  
Safety Coordinator G 7 :  Deacon Tom Anthony   
 

Parish Contact Information  

Address: 110 Lincoln Ave, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Phone:  ���%��$%$���											Fax:  ���%���%����	
Website:  www.stjohnhaverhill.org 
Email:  stjohn@parishmail.com 
Pastor: Father Robert Murray  
Parochial Vicar:  Father John Walsh, SJ 
Permanent Deacon:  Thomas Anthony  
(978-973-0437; razorsedge1970@aol.com)  
Secretary:  Diane Forte (dforte@parishmail.com)  
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Saint John the Baptist Parish 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 5, 2010 

Welcome to St. John the Baptist.  We’re glad you are here to celebrate Mass with us today. If you are 
new to our  parish or  haven’t been here in awhile, WELCOME.  If you would like to     register as a 
parish family, registration forms can be found at the back of the Church.  You can either mail it to the 
Rectory or drop it in the collection basket.  God Bless&�

Brothers & Sisters in Christ: 
�

One of the most insightful things I 
have ever heard was told to me by an 
older priest during the period after 

my ordination. I was a young priest, full of 
idealism and waiting to conquer the world, chalice 
in hand. However, a comment he made to me 
helped me to think a lot about what the role of the 
parishioners would be in the rest of my life. He 
said that if I were observant, I would see that my 
life would be a series of interruptions; interruptions 
to bring or receive God’s grace.  
 

That has certainly been true all during my twenty-
two years as a priest. When I have been able to 
stop and think about what has happened after a 
Mass, funeral, wedding or any type of pastoral 
encounter, I noticed I was a recipient of God’s 
grace rather than an instrument or bearer as I was 
starting off to “save” someone or some situation.  
 

This is the case with the humble task of changing 
music books in the pews at both Saint James and 
St. John’s. On Saturday, some young people and 
their teachers ran around the churches collecting 
last year’s song books and replacing them with this 
year’s edition. Afterwards, they disposed of the old 
books in the recycling bin so that we would not be 
filling up garbage dumps.  
 

Although it was not the most important work, it 
was done gracefully and in a timely way to permit 
a seamless transition for music and scripture in 
both places as we begin a new year of grace and 
remembering the mighty deeds of our Lord. It is 
just such small moments of grace that make life so 
enjoyable.  The students were accompanied by 
their teachers and some parents who helped to get 
the work completed in a smooth manner. 	

���������	�
������
���������
�����
At St. John’s there was a funeral scheduled right 
after the change of the books. I appreciate that the 
students and teachers worked hard and quickly to 
accommodate the needs of the mourners.  
 

The need for volunteers never really stops at a 
church. It seems that there is always something to 
do and although it may not be the most glamorous 
job, it serves the people and also God. If you are 
looking to find a way to get more connected to 
your faith or to the community, may I suggest that 
you go looking for all the graces big and small 
that are part of your life as a result of your faith.  
 

We closed out the year of grace of 2010 and 
begin the Advent journey to Christmas.  I am 
grateful to the 6th and 9th grade religious 
education young people and their teachers who 
helped to change the books for the new liturgical 
year here at St. John’s and at St. James. It is a 
small but important detail that allows us to glorify 
God with our voices and allows us to follow the 
readings of the week all the way to 2012. 
 

Peace, Father Murray 
	

 ��'���	��!���(�	)��	
���
���	�*� 	
	

4 PM St James Fr Robert Murray 
4 PM St John the Baptist Fr Leo Martel 

7 PM Vietnamese Mass  
Fr Joseph Pham/Fr Robert Murray 
8:30 AM St James Fr John Walsh 

8:30 AM St John the Baptist Fr Leo Martel 
10:30 AM St John the Baptist Fr Robert Murray 

11:30 AM Spanish Mass  
Fr Ken Healey/Deacon Nelson Agudelo 

5 PM St James Fr Leo Martel 

Readings for today’s Mass begin on page 35 of the 
Breaking Bread Missal.  Proper parts of the Mass 
begin on page 3. 



Saint John the Baptist Parish 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 5, 2010 

The collection for the weekend 
of November 27/28 was 
$2,022.69. The collection for 
the Campaign for Human 

Development was $926.04.  Both collections 
totaled $2,948.73.   
 

This weekend there will be one collection.  Next 
weekend there will be two collections—our regular 
Sunday offertory and the Special Monthly 
Collection. 

Parish CCD Class Schedule 
 

 Sunday, December 12 
Grades 3 to 4 ~ 9 to 10:25 AM 
Grade 5 to 7 ~ 5:30 to 6:55 PM 

 

 Sunday, December 19 
Grades K to 2 ~ 9 to 10:25 AM 
Grade 3 & 4 ~ 5:30 to 6:55 PM 

 

Grade 6 & 9 meet  in the basement of the Rectory 
All other classes are held in the lower church hall. 

Saint John the Baptist will offer Protecting God’s 
Children training on Monday, December 6 from 
7 to 9 PM in the Church.  All members of the 
Activities Committee, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Lectors and CCD teachers/aides and any adult 
member of Saint John the Baptist must attend 
this training if they have access to children/
elderly of our parish.  

Saint James Church, Winter Street, Haverhill, will 
host Advent Evening Prayer every Sunday of 
Advent  at 7 PM.  Please  join us as we “prepare 
the way of the Lord” in song, scripture and 
reflection. 
 

Light refreshments will be served following the 
service.  Come spend some time with the Lord… 

This past week we received the check from the 
Insurance Company at the Archdiocese for the 
amount of $74,077.50, which represents the 
amount paid out by the insurance company less 
the deductible fee of the insurance claims 
department at the Archdiocese.  
 

Some of the funds will be placed into our saving 
account so that they will accumulate some 
interest and be available to us within a day’s 
notice. Part of the funds will be kept in our local 
parish account to fulfill the requirement that where 
possible, parishes retain three months operating 
expensed in their checking accounts.  
 

I hope that this action helps to continue to 
diminish anger, feelings of betrayal and breaking 
of trust.  

Peace, Father Murray 

Congratulations  to our entire First Communion 
class who celebrated the reception of First 
Penance.   
 

The children were well prepared and after sharing 
God’s Word in the Gospels, had an opportunity to 
receive Him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

Thanks to Kim Shapiro and her team of teachers 
responsible for training and preparing the children.  
The next big step is to prepare for First Holy 
Communion which this year will be celebrated in 
May. 

The Grade 8 CCD Class would like to thank the 
parishioners of Saint John the Baptist for assisting 
them in their service project to provide clothing to 
hospitals in Afghanistan for injured/wounded 
patients. 
 

Because of your generosity, we were able to send 
12 boxes of clothes and shoes to the medical unit 
based in Afghanistan.  Thank you again, 
 

Bill & Donna Bibeau and Deborah Conner 

This past week the Parish Pastoral Council met to 
discuss a number of items of interest to the parish. 
 

Any parishioner is welcome to come and read the 
notes that are taken in order to know what is being 
discusses and to recommend items for the 
agenda. 
 
The council has prepared a Mission Statement 
that we hope to include in every bulletin.  It is as 
follows: 
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Saint John the Baptist Parish 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 5, 2010 

Please pray for all  those who 
are sick or in need and especially 
for…  

Alex, Arraya, Barbara, Bea, 
Betty H., Bill, Boris, Carmine, 

Cathy, Celeste, Charlie, Chris, Coby, Connie, 
Cristina, Dawn, Don, Elizabeth P., Elvita C., 
Erica, Ernest J., Florence L., Francis D., Fr. 

Fred, Gail C., Gil, Grace, Jeannette S., James 
D., Fr. Jim, Joan, John B., John C., John P., 

Kathy, Fr. Keith, Leo, Linda, Linda A., Louise, 
Marguerite , Marion, Marita, Mary, Mary D., 

Mary P.,  Mary R., Mary S., Mary Z., Mary Jo, 
Megan, Mike, Muriel, Nita, Reneé, Roberta, 

Russell, Rusty, Sheila, Stephen, Susan, 
Susan B., Tom, Theresa, & Yvonne  

Please pray for all those in 
the United States Armed 
Services who are serving our 
country at home and abroad 
and especially for… 

 

Alan, Allan, Angela, Christopher, Colin, 
Dan, Daniel, Don, Douglas, Eric, Josh, 

Joshua, Michael, Michelle C., Patrick, Paul, 
Rick, Rob & Timothy  

Pray also for their families and loved ones. 
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Christmas flower memorial 
envelopes  are available at the 
entrances to the Church for anyone 
who wishes to make an offering as a 
memorial and help defray the cost of 
flowers throughout the Church this Christmas 
season. All envelopes should be returned no 
later December 19.  Envelopes can be mailed, 
put into the collection baskets or dropped off at the 
Rectory.  Thank you 

A Gift of Carols:  Adult Choir 
Members and Directors have always 
exchanged gifts at Christmas. 
 

This year we have decided to take 
the money we would have spent on 
gifts and give it back to the parish to 

help defray the cost of Christmas Music for 
both choirs. 
 

You can help by placing your offering in an 
envelope marked “Choir Music ” and drop it in 
the collection basket or at the Rectory.  Thank you 
from everyone in the Music Ministry.    

If any one is interested in become 
a Greeter at the beginning of one of 
our weekend Masses, please 
contact Joan Pechnik at 978-372-
6140.  This is a new and very 
important ministry here at Saint John the Baptist 
and puts a welcoming face to our parish for those 
who might be coming here for the very first time. 
 

Being a greeter is also an easy and very fulfilling 
way to serve the Lord our God.  Thank you. 

Our Activities Committee is again 
hosting a Christmas Party for 
children in our CCD program 
from Pre-K (age 4)  to Grade 4 
and their siblings on Saturday, 
December 11 from 5 to 8 PM in 
the lower church hall.  Invitation 

letters with an RSVP will be coming home with 
your CCD student.   You can return the RSVP to 
your child’s CCD teacher,  put it in the  collection 
basket or call Reneé in the CCD office. Admission 
is by reservation ONLY.  Please RSVP by 
Sunday, December 5.  

Tags are still available on our 
Tree of Need.  Every year we 
support five local organizations in 
helping them provide a Merry 
Christmas for their residents.  
Please feel  free to take more than 
one tag if you are able to purchase more than one 
gift.  Replace your tag with one of the candy cane 
decorations.  
All gifts must be wrapped, with the tree tag         
attached (please do not put additional tags or 
cards on the packages), and returned no later 
than Sunday, December 12th  so that they can 
be sorted, re-tagged and delivered in time for 
Christmas.  We regret that we are unable to 
accept unsolicited gift items.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. 



Saint John the Baptist Parish 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 5, 2010 

St. John the Baptist’s ministry 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
will offer the Rosary every 
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM 
(after the 9 AM Morning Mass)  in 
the main church.  Everyone is 
welcome.   
Rosaries and handouts will be 

available for those who are unfamiliar with this 
beautiful devotion to the Blessed Mother.  Come 
and pray with us. 

Readings of the Week 
 

Sunday, December 5 
Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  
Monday, December 6 
Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26  
Tuesday, December 7 
Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14  
Wednesday, December 8 
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday, December 9 
Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15  
Friday, December 10 
Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19  
Saturday, December 11 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13  
Sunday, December 12 
Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11  

Thank you to the volunteers of the councils and 
ministries of Saint John the Baptist Parish— 
 
Finance Council: +#((	 +#�����	 
���#�	 ,������	 ���(	
��-(#���!���#�	.	��#��	�����(( �
	

Pastoral Council: 
�����	 ��
	 ���!����	 +#((	 +#�����	

����	+#�����	
�/#�	+�����#�'�	��
	+�����#�'�	0����	,��� !�((�	
1��(#�	,��2��	����	
���#��	
#���	"�����	��#-�#(	3#(
����	1#�� �	
1�+(����	 ,�(����	 ��,��'��	 4��%�!�#�5�����6�	 "��!��	 +��	
������	 4�!�#�5�����6�	 +�������	 78�!���	 0���	 ���!�#'�	 �� ��	
���(�		����	�#9�	����	�#
����	+#((	:(�!���	.	"��!��	0�!�	 �(� !&				
	

Activities Committee: � ;������	 �(#����	 4�!�#�5�����6�	

�����	��
	���!���	4��%�!�#�5�����6�	
����	+#�����	0� ��#��	
+��2�����	 ���	 +��2�����	 +����	 +���#((�	 
��	 ,(��-!�	 ���(#� �			
,(��-!�	 0�!�	 ,������	 <��!�	 ,������	 
�/#�	 ,���!�((�	 	 	 0� ���	
,���!�((�	 	 	 ��������	 
#
�����	 ����	 
��!�
#��	 	 	 
#���	"���� �	
,�(����	��,��'���	+������		78�!���	0���	���!�#'�	����	� ��(�	
"���'		������		0���	������		���-����	�)#))��(#�-�	=#(���	 ��������		
0��	 ��������	 ����	 �#9�	 ����	 �#
����	 .	 +#((	 :(�!��							
4��>�!����#/#�#����

#����?5��#�!
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55th Anniversary Committee:  
�����	��
	���!����	

����	 +#�����	 1��(#�	 ,��2��	 ����	 
��!�
#��	 
#���	 "�����	
+������	78�!���	
#����	���'�	0���	���!�#'�	����	���(�	"� ��'	
������	0���	������	=#(���	��������	0��	��������	����	 �#
����	
.	+#((	:(�!���		
	

H e a l t h  M i n i s t r y : 	 
 � � � � 	 + # � � � �			
4��#����?5��#�!
�#(&��
6		
	

Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Donna	+#�����	
#���	"�����	
+������	78�!���	<��	���(��		.		����!�	�����-(#�		
	

Youth Group:  @�	�����#�#��	
	

If you have any questions about any of the councils 
or ministries or would like to join, please contact any 
of our volunteers, or the Rectory.   
	

� Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then 
said I, Here am I; send me. “  (Isa. 6:8) 

For more information on our parish or any of our 
parish ministries, please visit our website at 
www.stjohnhaverhill.org  

The Marian Society  will be visiting the Sisters 
of Notre Dame, Ipswich,  to pray the Rosary on 
December 11 or December 18 .    
 

We will attend 9 AM Mass here and then leave for 
the trip to Ipswich returning mid-afternoon. 
 

Details are still being finalized:  date, mode of 
transportation.  A collection will be taken to pay for 
any transportation expenses; lunch will be on your 
own. If you would like to join us, please RSVP with 
Diane at the Rectory:  978-372-2780 or 
dforte@parishmail.com.   Join us. 

All students of the Grade 5 to 8 CCD programs  at 
Saint James and Saint John the Baptist parishes 
are invited to join the Youth Group for a night of 
video gaming —Dance Dance Revolution; Rock 
Band; American Idol, Disney Sing It! and Dance 
Party 2—on Saturday, December 18, from 7 to 9 
PM at the gym of the Saint James School, 
Primrose Street, Haverhill. 
 

This is a free event.  Pizza, snacks and drinks will 
be provided.  All students must have a signed 
permission slip with an emergency contact and 
phone number. 
 

Parents:  this is a great opportunity for you to have 
a few hours to get some last-minute Christmas 
errands done.  We would also welcome your 
participation to watch the fun and to chaperone!  
Please let us know if you are available to help out! 
 

Please RSVP by December 11 with Denise Galvin 
at @978-556-1515 or dmrgalvin@verizon.net. 


