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he teachers that everyone
seems to remember from high
school fall into one of two
categories. One type of teacher was
your best cheerleader, offering
encouragement, and support and

always pointing out your
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exposed as frauds and imposters. John
can hardly believe his own eyes and
ears and he asks of Jesus the most basic
question of faith: are you the one? Like a
good teacher, Jesus encourages John
to trust his own observations

and thoughts. The signs are

strengths and potential. Today’s Readings all around John that

The other type of Is 35:1-6a the Kingdom is at

teacher was the Jas 5:7-10 hand, Israel’s time of
Mt11:2-11

naysayer, never seeing

good in anyone, except, of

course, in his or her self. It was

so casy to dwell on the negative that
many students could easily lose sight of
the positive, doubting their own ability

and talents.

John, along with the rest of Israel, had
been disappointed before. Many had
come, claiming to be the Chosen One,

the messiah, the savior, only to be

redemption is near.

The signs and reminders of the

Lord’s coming are all around us. We
see the Kingdom of God advancing
in the world, as wars cease, people are
healed, sin is overcome and good people
reach out to those in need. Advent is a
time to expect good things and to look
for the Lord’s coming. He will teach us

all we need to know.

~Jim Gaffney
Jim@stgeorgepublishing.com
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Behold, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you; he will
prepare your way before you.
~Matthew 11:10
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focused awareness of the Incarnation.
Mexican culture responds to this shift
by “Las Posadas,” “The Lodging,” a

neighborhood festival recalling Mary
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Mass, and bring the Magi along later.
You won't be too early. Just promise
you'll leave it up at least to Epiphany!
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