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Celebrating our
55th Anniversary




Saint John the Baptist Parish

4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 19, 20

" #
"#$
$ ! ) $(# "#
* R+ (% %, )
* - + $ |

#1 #

# $ &
("# $ ( (
#$ #
# 1+ $

Frank L. Crowe ! 1%

James H. Connors (Christmas Remembrance by Family)
Sis Downey (Memorial Mass by Family)

George & Doris Berube, Jeffrey Berube and Christoph  er Green

(Christmas Remembrance by Family)
Joseph W. Linehan (Memorial Mass by Family)

Rev. Charles J. Sgueglia (5th Anniversary Mass by Parish)
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Praye  r
Deceased Members of Saint John the Baptist Parish

All the Departed Souls in Purgatory

Intention of the Celebrant

George & Brian Berube and Muriel Fay
by Family)

Captain William “Red” Slavit
Martin Cole (Christmas Remembrance by Wife & Family)

(Christmas Remembrance

(Christmas Remembrance by Family)

Alice Petrillo (Memorial Mass by Friend)

(Memorial Mass by niece, Celeste)

George & Alphonsine Bernier

Mass Schedule
Saturday ~9 AM, 4 PM

Sunday ~ 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM Family Mass

Monday to Friday ~ 9 AM
Eve of Holy Days; Holy Days

Sacraments
Reconciliation

~ As announced

~ Saturday 3 to 3:45 PM; also by

Religious Education
Grades Kto 4: Sunday, 9:00 AM to 10:25 AM
Grades 5to 10: Sunday, 5:30 PM to 6:55 PM
Classes meet every other week
in the lower Church hall
Phone: 978-521-4557
Administrator: Reneé Barrick
(rbarrick@parishmail.com)

appointment; Marriage ~ Couples are asked to
call the parish office at 978-372-2780 at least 6
months prior to the planned wedding date;
Baptism ~ 2nd Sunday of each month @ 1 PM
Contact the parish office at 978-372-2780 for more
information

Safety Coordinator K to G 3:
(kshapiro@parishmail.com)
Safety Coordinator G 4 to 6 : Jennifer Connolly
Safety Coordinator G 7 : Deacon Tom Anthony

Parish Contact Information
Address: 110 Lincoln Ave, Haverhill, MA 01830
Phone: #% # % # Fax: #% % #
Website: www.stjohnhaverhill.org
Email: stjohn@parishmail.com
Pastor: Father Robert Murray
Parochial Vicar: Father John Walsh, SJ
Permanent Deacon: Thomas Anthony
(978-973-0437; razorsedge1970@aol.com)
Secretary: Diane Forte (dforte@parishmail.com)

Kim Shapiro




Saint John the Baptist Parish

4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 19, 20

Welcome to St. John the Baptist. We're glad you are here to celebrate Mass with us today. If you are
new to our parish or haven't been here in awhile, WELCOME

parish family, registration forms can be found at the back of the Church. You can either mail it to the
Rectory or drop it in the collection basket. God Bless&

If you would like to  register as a

Brothers & Sisters in Christ:

journeys with us and Christ is indeed around us.

The Season of Advent reminds us that Christ
entered this world for our salvation and will one
day return as he promised to bring us all to him. It
is a somber feeling because it makes us long for
something that maybe we do not think about too
much. Yes, we pray to Christ and try to make him
an important part of our lives; we strive to better
the
Christian Experience, but we rarely contemplate
that this will eventually all end and we will all be
gathered together before Christ. What will that be
like? What are we to expect from such a pinnacle
moment in human history? No one really has the
answer except for God himself. The only thing we

ourselves and enrichen ourselves with

can do is wait.

It is ironic that we are forced to do something that,
by our very nature, we are not good at. We are
impatient, demanding, and intolerable. Society has
taught us to be just that. Christ tries to teach us
have
patience, and contemplate what all of this really

differently. We are told to slow down,

means.

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying:
“Ask for a sign from the LORD,
your God; let it be deep as the
netherworld, or high as the sky!” We come to God
everyday immersed in our faith, responding to his
call for us to love him. We come broken and
longing, hoping to become fulfiled and whole
again. With Christ comes meaning in life; a
consoling measure that everything will work out
from the safety and security of our families to a life
filed with purpose and direction. Bad things do
happen and we all do bad things; such is our
nature. Yet, through Christ the pain fades away
and is replaced with happiness and joy. Christ

The Mother Church follows suite with this

beautiful season. Together, as Brothers and
Sisters in Christ, we worship together with our
hearts and minds firmly transfixed towards the
great unknown, reaching out to our savior for
strength and comfort; to face that great void
which we all soon will pass. We learn to cry out
for Jesus to come help us take those last fateful
steps on our journey, his smiling face assuring us
that everything is going to be alright. Inside, we
might be afraid, terrified even, but as we look
over to Jesus with the helpless expression of a
child, he assures us it will be alright.

How often in our lives do we first have faith then
lose it so easily when a conflict arises. Through
Advent, we are directed to examine this
thoroughly. We must continuously strengthen
ourselves and prepare for that time when either
we meet our physical end or Christ comes again
in all his glory. Either way, it is a test of our own
faith regarding how we conduct ourselves. It is so
easy to proclaim that we are Catholic when
things are good, but when it is bad, that is
another story. We must take the trials and
tribulations of the Holy Family and relate. We
must then hold with us the image of the Crucified
Messiah and what he did for us exclusively. He
came into this world evangelizing to his children,
and then died for his children. But before this, let
us also remember the first way whence he came:
as a little child, innocent and without sin on a
guiet night in Bethlehem. Let us become like that
child and trust as we give everything over to
Christ. For Christ so loved us that he came into
this world for our salvation. And this we cannot
forget.

Yours in Christ, Deacon Tom

Readings for today’'s Mass begin on pageo#3he
Breaking Bread Missal Proper parts of the Ma
begin on page 3.

5S




Saint John the Baptist Parish

k The collection for the weekend
jof December 11/12 was
( $2,166.41. The special
‘ 'monthly collection was
$1,120.33. Both collections totaled $3,286.74.

This weekend there will be one collection. There
will be one collection the weekend of December
26—which is the Feast of the Holy Family.

There will be one collection at all Christmas
Masses. The collection supports the retirement
needs of the priests of the Archdiocese of Boston.
Currently 40% of the priests of our Archdiocese
are retired. Each year we need to raise 10 million
dollars to care for them. We ask that you give
generously on behalf of the priests who have
devoted their lives to faithfully serve God, the good
works of the Archdiocese of Boston and each of
us. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Parish CCD Class Schedule

Sunday, December 26
No Classes

Sunday, January 2
K to G1 ~ Epiphany Pageant
2 PM (Lower Church Hall)
G2 ~ 10:30 AM Mass

(there will be no morning classes)

G 810 10~ 5:30t0 6:55 PM

Grade 6 & 9 meet in the basement of the Rectory
All other classes are held in the lower church hall.

All  Christmas flower memorial
envelopes should be returned this
weekend. Envelopes can be mailed,
put into the collection baskets or
dropped off at the Rectory. Thank

you.

A Note from the Loft:  Be sureto &
come to Mass early on Christmas /
Eve as our choirs will present

prelude music during the half hour

preceding both the 4 PM Mass

(Adult Choir) and the 7 PM Family

Mass (Youth Choir).

We thank you so very much for all of your kind
words and generous gifts of support. Merry
Christmas from all of us in the Music Ministry!

4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 19, 2010
This week in the bulletin | have also included [the
Christmas schedule and want to remind all of yat|th
on Saturday, Christmas day there will_be400 Vigil
Mass. On Sunday, we will have the regular Mgss
schedule.

Peace, Father Murray

Weekend Schedule: December 18/19
4 PM St. JameBr Robert Murray/Deacon Leo Marti
4 PM St John the Baptigr John Walsh, SJ
7 PM Vietnamese Mass
Fr. Joseph Pham/Fr Robert Murray
8:30 AM St JameEr Robert Murray
8:30 AM St John the Baptigir John Walsh, SJ
10:30 AM St John the Baptist
Fr Robert Murray/Deacon Tom Anthony
11:30 AM Spanish Mass
Fr John Walsh, SJ/Deacon Nelson Agudelo
5 PM St JameBr Leo Martel

Vigil Masses Christmas Eve: Friday, December 24
4 PM St John the Baptift Robert Murray
5:30 PM St Jamesr John Walsh, SJ
7 PM St John the Baptist Leo Martel
8:30 PM St James Tri Lingual MaBs Robert Murray

Christmas Day: Saturday, December 25
8:30 AM St Jamesr Leo Matrtel
10AM St John the Baptist
Fr John Walsh, SJ/Deacon Tom Anthony
11:30 AM Spanish Madsr Robert Murray
NO 4 PM Mass St John the Baptist

Feast of the Holy Family: Sunday, December 26
8:30 AM St JameBr John Walsh, SJ
8:30 AM St John the Baptist
Fr Robert Murray/Deacon Leo Martin
10:30 AM St John the Baptist Leo Martel
11:30 AM Spanish Madsr Robert Murray
5 PM St JameBr John Walsh, SJ

Saint James  Church, Winter
Street, Haverhill, will host Advent
Evening Prayer every Sunday of
Advent at 7 PM. Please join us
as we “prepare the way of the
Lord” in song, scripture and
reflection.

ADVERy

Light refreshments will be served following the
service. Come spend some time with the Lord...




Saint John the Baptist Parish

Readings of the Week

Sunday, December 19

Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24
Monday, December 20

Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38

Tuesday, December 21

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45
Wednesday, December 22
1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56
Thursday, December 23
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66
Friday, December 24 -
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a 16/Lk 1:67-79
Saturday, December 25

Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25
or 1:18-25; Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk
2:1-14; Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5,
9-14

Sunday, December 26

Sir 3:2-7, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/

Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
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4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 19, 20

Please remember in your prayers—
Robert Laprel
Whose funeral Mass was Friday. &
May God grant him peaceful rest with the Saints

and the reward of a good and faithful life. Pray
also for the consolation of his loved ones.

\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘VV\‘VVV\
Please pray for all those who$ g
are sick or in need and espemally(
for...

Alex, Arraya, Barbara, Bea,
Betty H., Bill, Boris, Carmine,
Cathy, Celeste, Charlie, Chris, Coby, Connie,

Cristina, Dawn, Don, Elizabeth P., Elvita C.,

Erica, Ernest J., Florence L., Francis D., Fr.
Fred, Gail C., Gil, Grace, Jeannette S., James
D., Fr. Jim, Joan, John B., John C., John P.,
Kathy, Fr. Keith, Leo, Linda, Linda A., Louise,

Marguerite , Marion, Marita, Mary, Mary D.,
Mary P., Mary R., Mary S., Mary Z., Mary Jo,

Megan, Mike, Muriel, Nita, Reneé, Roberta,

Russell, Rusty, Sheila, Stephen, Susan,
Susan B., Tom, Theresa, & Yvonne
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i Please pray for all those in ¥
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% Services who are serving our GV
* country at home and abroad Pra
+ and especially for...

Alan, Allan, Angela, Christopher, Colin,
Dan, Daniel, Don, Douglas, Eric, Josh,
Joshua, Michael, Michelle C., Patrick, Paul,

Rick, Rob & Timothy
Pray also for their families and loved ones.
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Saint John the Baptist Parish

4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 19, 20

St. John the Baptist's ministry
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary
will offer the Rosary every
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM

(after the 9 AM Morning Mass) in
the main church. Everyone is
welcome.

Rosaries and handouts will be
available for those who are unfamiliar with this
beautiful devotion to the Blessed Mother. Come
and pray with us.

As we change to the new format of
+ distributing Communion from the front of
, the church, one issue that has been
brought forward is that there are those
who are physically compromised  and
to process to the front of the church can
be a challenge.

One suggestion that was offered at the Parish
Pastoral Council was that they change their
seats to the front or to at least advise the

celebrant that they are in the back and
someone will come to them at the end of the

Are you being called to serve Christ ? Do you
have time to spare or could help out at Sunday or
daily Mass or in the many programs the parish
offers?

f you can say “yes” to either one of these
guestions, please speak to Father Murray, Father
Walsh or Deacon Tom. You can contact Father
Murray and Father Walsh at the rectories or
Deacon Tom at 978-973-0437.

If any one is interested in become
a Greeter at the beginning of one of
- our weekend Masses, please
—— ..o contact Joan Pechnik at 978-372-
@f@@t@f’s 6140. This is a new and very
important ministry here at Saint John the Baptist
and puts a welcoming face to our parish for those
who might be coming here for the very first time.

Being a greeter is also an easy and very fulfilling
way to serve the Lord our God. Thank you.

Join Deacon Tom Anthony for Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament followed by Evening Prayer
on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM.

Thank you to the volunteers of the councils and
ministries of Saint John the Baptist Parish—
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Health Ministry: "o2" >3 "(& 4
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Donna " "ol
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Youth Group: ?

If you have any questions about any of the councils
or ministries or would like to join, please contact any
of our volunteers, or the Rectory.

Whom shall | send, and who will go for us? Ther
said I, Here am I; send me. “ (Isa. 6:8)

! Boston has a new Catholic Radio
Station ! It is dedicated to Mary Queen of
the Martyrs, with the call letters WQOM.

You can listen at 1060 AM and on-line at
WQOM.com. Catholic TV programs can be seen
on Comcast 268, Verizon 298, RCN 85 and at
Catholic TV.com

St. John’s will be accepting donations every
weekend to support local food pantries. Please
leave your non-perishable items at the back of the
church. Thank you for your generosity.

For more information on our parish or any of our
parish ministries, please visit our website at
www.stjohnhaverhill.org




